
The German Elections 
24th September

Historically, 23% of the 
vote is the magic number 
for Martin Schulz’s SPD to 
form a Grand Coalition 
with CDU/CSU 

Less than 23% would 
make SPD weak in 
coalition

Spotting the Coalition



The German Elections 
24th September

“Mrs. Merkel claims 
that everybody’s 
doing well. But you 
and I know better.”

Spotting the Coalition



The German Elections 
24th September

“Integration must be 
implemented, not sat 
out.”

Spotting the Coalition



The German Elections 
24th September

“Islam? Doesn’t fit in 
our kitchen.” 

Alternative für 
Deutschland will be 
third largest party 
according to polls.

Spotting the Coalition



The German Elections 
24th September

Spotting the Coalition



After the 2013 election, it 
took 86 days to swear in 
the cabinet….The Greens 
turned down Merkel’s 
offer, leading to a Grand 
Coalition (with the SPD)

Spotting the Coalition



The Grand Coalition is 
the last resort, as it 
deprives the country of a 
strong opposition…

Spotting the Coalition



The ‘Jamaica’ option 
would put the mutually 
antagonistic Greens and 
FDP together in 
government …

Spotting the Coalition



Germans’ voting 
intentions … 

Spotting the Coalition



The Council of Europe 
To uphold human rights, democracy, 
rule of law in Europe, promote 
European culture

The ECHR is an arm of the Council of 
Europe. 
The ECHR not to be confused with the 
European Court of Justice, ECJ, the 
highest court of the EU, based in 
Luxembourg. 
The Council of Europe, with 47 state 
members (inc. Russia & Turkey) not to be 
confused with the European Council (of 
Heads of Government of the 27). 
International Court of Justice ICC, The 
Hague, not to be confused with the ICJ, 
also in The Hague.

European Court of 
Human Rights, 

Strasbourg



The Council of Europe 
To uphold human rights, democracy, 
rule of law in Europe, promote 
European culture

10,000 judgements of the 
ECHR have not been put 
into effect by national 
governments. 
Dating back to 1992. 
Covering all but one of the 
47 members. The one must 
be Germany, surely? No, 17 
cases outstanding.

European Court of 
Human Rights, 

Strasbourg



The Council of Europe 
To uphold human rights, democracy, 
rule of law in Europe, promote 
European culture

The Committee of (Foreign) 
Ministers outsorts judgements 
requiring reform. 
Defendant governments submit 
action plan. 
But adjudicating ministers are 
themselves accountable to the 
system… 
…a structural conflict of interest 
Governments can ignore 
judgements with impunity. 

European Court of 
Human Rights, 

Strasbourg



Quotations

“Democracy is the only 
acceptable political system, 
precisely because it has no 
application outside politics. 
Outside its own domain it is 
synonymous with death, 
because truth is not 
democratic, nor is intelligence, 
beauty, love,….education.” 

Pierre Ryckmans 
(Sinologist)



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

Reintroduce classical languages 
Reintroduce bilingual classes 
Bring in selection for University 
entrants 
Enforce ‘Laïcité’ in schools & 
universities 
Ban mobile phones from schools 
Oppose islamisation 
Liquidate the legacy of the 
soixante-huitards (68ers) & their 
cortège of “pédagogistes”….

Education



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

… for whom “equality must take 
precedence over the search for 
excellence” 
Eradicate “pédagogisme” (PC orthodoxy) 
A pragmatist, who wants to remove all 
“political branding” from education 
policy to restore the peace 
The country not condemned to “eternal 
political & union squabbles over 
education” - Not to mention media 
squabbles: Le Monde already crying 
“yesterday’s man”.

Education



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

A unionist’s view: 

“At the national level, we 
have a slew of prescriptions, 
but nobody controls anything. 
If the profs aren’t on strike 
and the pupils aren’t on the 
street, then it’s a case of no 
news is good news.”

Education



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

Parents’ day at a grand lycée: 

“I showed them around the 
building where their children 
could get hard and soft 
drugs; the level where they 
could find condoms, and 
another level where they 
used them.…” - Principal.

Education



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

The unionist again: 

“When respect for rules is an 
unknown concept at home, and 
the schools have been invaded 
by the courts, disciplining a child 
has become almost impossible, 
even for trifling offences (e.g. 
using a phone in class).”

Education



Jean-Michel Blanquer, on 
a mission to de-politicise 
French state education

“College principal or imam of 
the Republic?”  

- a principal’s testimony to 
the islamisation of some 
schools in Marseille in 
defiance of laïcité. “Principals 
are alone and powerless in 
the face of official denial.”

Education



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

“France is unreformable” 
No concession to “good-for-nothings, 
cynics and extremists” who oppose 
labour reform 
Add to that “egoists and pessimists”, - 
also, “morons”. 
By “lazy good-for-nothings”, the 
president meant “governments of the 
last 15 years who had shirked reforms, 
the political class”, not the French 
themselves… - Elysée. 
Obvious back-pedalling, says the 
Opposition

Presidential vocabulary



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

“The president harangues the French 
from one country after another. 
Insulting!” 
“The French who are nothing” vs. 
those who succeed. Class contempt! 
“Alcoholics, nothings, illiterates, 
shirkers. Insulting the French is 
second nature to Macron!” - Marine Le 
Pen, FN 
“There is the feeling that he disdains 
all those who disagree with his 
political orientation” - Nicolas Bay, FN

Presidential vocabulary



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

Jean-Luc Mélenchon* calls for 
the streets to be “flooded with 
protest”, 23rd September, in an 
attempt to put the clock back 
to Nuit Debout (Up All Night). 

*Party leader, La France 
Insoumise (France Unbowed), 
and ex-communist.

Presidential vocabulary



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

Jean-Luc Mélenchon* calls for 
the streets to be “flooded with 
protest”, 23rd September, in an 
attempt to put the clock back 
to Nuit Debout (Up All Night). 

…and here they are in a dress 
rehearsal… 

Presidential vocabulary



Macron’s Assembly



Robert Ménard, mayor of 
Béziers

Elected with Fn votes 
Wants to bring the ailing Front 
national closer to traditional Right 
Curfew for minors 
No “linge aux fenêtres” in the 
historic precincts 
Pragmatist, anti-ideologue: “You 
can stubbornly deny reality, or you 
can describe it.” 

Subtle messaging


