
“Endlich deutsche 
Langweile” 

It’s official - the Bundestag 
campaign is barren and 
boring, says Die Zeit

“But that’s good news, because 
as the USA and Poland show, 
controversy leads to political 
chaos” 

Pictured: “Boredom as 
civilisational progress…members 
of the Delbrück (NRW) shooting 
club at a CDU function”

Yawn



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

Macron proposes an 
overhaul of the Eurozone, 
giving the 19 (of 27) an 
exclusive budget, a 
Minister of Finance, and - 
wait for it - their own 
Parliament, which would 
not be the European 
Parliament at Strasbourg.

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

The Tajani Parliament and Juncker 
Commission fear being stripped of 
their “right of scrutiny”. The 
“dispossessed”. 

This gets personal, with careers and 
legacies at stake. 

Tajani: “It’s impossible to have two 
Parliaments that debate the same 
problems.” (N.B. Macron has backing 
from the Italian Government.)

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

Tajani: “I defend the 
Parliament just the way it 
is, and I’ll tell the president 
(Macron) that bluntly” 

But “I’m in favour of an EU 
(not Eurozone!) Minister of 
Finance, who would take 
over the portfolios of…. 

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

…The EU Commissioner for 
Economic & Financial Affairs 
(Pierre Moscovici)…and 

…the President of the Eurogroup 
(Jeroen Dijsselbloem) 

This would “not be contrary to the 
treaties”. 

So, more careers at stake.

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

Figaro: “Do Paris and Berlin want 
to strip the Commission and 
Parliament of their right to 
intervene in a future budget of 
the 19?” 

Tajani: “The EU needs a budget 
for the 27, not just for the 
Eurozone. All 27 contribute, all 
should have the right of scrutiny”

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

Figaro: “A Eurozone budget 
would favour a two-speed 
Europe. Could that overcome 
the gridlock in the EU?” 

Tajani: “If the four major 
economies can speed up the 
peloton, so much the better. 
But if they cut loose and take 
flight, that’s a mistake.”

Macron en marche!



Tajani comes out against a 
Eurozone Parliament 
(Well, he would, wouldn’t 
he?)

Figaro: “Berlin, Paris & Rome 
want to sanction countries that 
refuse to take in refugees. 
Would you support this kind of 
discrimination?” 

Tajani: “If the Eastern members 
refuse to pay fines, aid to them 
could be redirected to Africa…”

Macron en marche!



What happens when 
liberal values are taken at 
their word by people who 
(at best) don’t share them?

The question can’t be answered 
theoretically. 

Some (French) answers are: 

Universal application is impractical  
Job & housing discrimination 
France’s banlieue culture 
Operation Sentinelle  
The pork wars 
Presidential rule by decree

Recapitulation



What happens when free 
speech (a liberal value) is 
not claimed by all for all?

The question can’t be answered 
theoretically. Some practical answers 
are: 

France’s draconian law on  
Equality & Citizenship 

Judicial activism against critics of 
the “pensée unique” 

Clause 18c, Australian RDA

Recapitulation



What happens when 
education is.. 

turned into a free market? 
‘democratised’? 

- three liberal values

The question can’t be answered 
theoretically. 

The practical answers are: 

Dumbing-down of curricula 

Fraudulent  academic outcomes 

A lottery (France’s ‘tirer au sort’)

Recapitulation



What happens when the 
dominant social-economic-
political narrative is based on 
liberal idealism, wilful 
blindness, and even career-
moves? Or on genuflexion to 
American moral hegemony?

The question can’t be answered 
theoretically. 

Some test-cases are: 

Macron (let’s wait and see what he 
runs into) 
Merkel (too early to tell on open 
borders) 
Cameron (Brexit: democratic triumph & 
technocratic disaster. Whitehall’s Irma) 
Juncker vs. Poland & Hungary. Gridlock

Recapitulation



Dieudonné M’bala M’bala, 
The Mayor of Grenoble, 
‘La Quenelle’, and 
Public Order

Stand-up comedian with long-running 
Paris show, “The Wall”, denounced as 
antisemitic by the authorities up to 
and including President Hollande 
‘Freedom of speech’ defence (fails) 
Stood against Manuel Valls in the 
Legislatives (lost) 
Inventor of “anti-establishment salute” 
la quenelle (‘the dumpling’) 
Banned from performing, as a danger 
to public order, but who commits the 
violence?

Only in France…



Erdoğan slaps a travel 
warning on Turks wishing 
to visit Germany 
(whatever happened to 
the visa deal?)

Angela merkel assures them they will 
be safe in Germany 
Two more Turkish-German nationals 
arrested in Turkey 
‘Be alert’ in Turkey, warns German 
Foreign Ministry 
Turkey close to being blacklisted 
12 German nationals now imprisoned 
in Turkey for political reasons 
Journalist Deniz Yücel  already 
incarcerated for 200 days

Only in Turkey…



Erdoğan slaps a travel 
warning on Turks wishing 
to visit Germany 
(whatever happened to 
the visa deal?)

Erdoğan: 

“Germany behaving as in the Nazi 
times” 
“Turks victims of racism in 
Germany” 
“Avoid public meetings, which 
could be organised by terrorists” 
“The German election campaign…
has the goal of blocking Turkey’s 
accession to the EU”

Only in Turkey…



Erdoğan slaps a travel 
warning on Turks wishing 
to visit Germany 
(whatever happened to 
the visa deal?)

Schulz (SPD): 

“Germany should review its 
arms deliveries to Turkey” 

Accession talks must end. 
“I fought for Turkish 
accession, but now Ankara 
has chosen confrontation”

Only in Turkey…



Erdoğan slaps a travel 
warning on Turks wishing 
to visit Germany 
(whatever happened to 
the visa deal?)

Le Figaro: 

“In its arm-wrestle with Turkey, 
Germany has not been supported 
by other EU states (except Austria)” 

“But the EU has not renounced all 
means of coercion: only €250M of 
€4.5Bn in aid for Turkey’s candidacy 
allocated 2014-20, has been 
released”

Only in Turkey…



Francis backpedals at 
altitude… 
The political pope adjusts 
his message on refugees

Generosity must now be tempered by 
“prudence”. 

Governments can receive only those 
whom they can “integrate”. 

Europe must invest in the Third World, 
notably Africa, so that the people 
want to stay there. We have, instead, 
in our collective unconscious: “Africa 
is there to be exploited!”

Partial retraction…



Merkel contra Orbán 
over Juncker’s refugee 
policy

“That a government (Hungary) 
says a judgement of the 
European Court of Justice 
doesn’t interest them, is 
unacceptable.” 

Can Hungary remain in the EU? 
“We’ll have to talk about it at 
the European Council meeting 
in October.”

Hungary out!



Speak softly, carry small 
stick

Federica Mogherini, High 
Representative of the EU for Foreign 
Affairs & Security Policy, VP of the 
European Commission, and Chair of the 
EU Foreign Affairs Council of Ministers. 

Ex-member Italian Communist Youth 
Federation. 

Final dissertation at Sapienza University, 
Rome: ‘Relationship between religion 
and politics in Islam”.

EEAS 
European External 

(Action) Service



Speak softly, carry small 
stick

EU foreign policy…. 

…would be a good idea. 

EU foreign policy is less than 
the sum of its (German & 
French) parts. 

A committee with no mandate, 
and no armed forces.

EEAS 
European External 

(Action) Service



Speak softly, carry small 
stick

Germany, France, UK all want to 
pursue their own individual foreign 
policies, leaving the EU floundering. 

Italy struck a bilateral deal with 
Libyan warlords to stop boat 
departures, then asked for 
European backing. 

EU collectively can’t even recognise 
Kosovo.

EEAS 
European External 

(Action) Service



Speak softly, carry small 
stick

Operational since 2011, EEAS is 
more complex than a “simple 
foreign service”, since it 
“incorporates elements of 
development and defence 
ministries”. 

EEAS constrained to focus its 
“diplomacy” on the national 
capitals; resented when it tries to 
act on its own.

EEAS 
European External 

(Action) Service



Speak softly, carry small 
stick

A coordinating role, often frustrated at 
the last minute by national 
interventions. 

The real power lies with the European 
Council (EU Heads of State & 
Government). 

The Lisbon Treaty created the EEAS, 
but requires unanimity on foreign 
policy - something only the Council 
can provide.

EEAS 
European External 

(Action) Service



Reflections on 
“Operation Sentinelle”

Operation Sentinelle, the visible 
face of the state of emergency  
declared by President Hollande 
after Charlie Hebdo, January 2015. 

7,000 soldiers on the streets for 
reassurance, but whose efficacy as 
deterrent can’t be measured. 

Critics say they just offer more 
targets to extremists.

Thibault de 
Montbrial 

Barrister, Member of 
Scientific Council of 
the School of War, 

Paris - and 
inveterate Tweeter



Reflections on 
“Operation Sentinelle”

Duration of training for soldiers in 
urban domestic theatre is falling. 

The programme “consumes too much 
operational capital”, rendering foreign 
interventions (e.g. Mali) less 
affordable. 

Falling R&R and family time for 
soldiers. 

Erosion of morale of the troops.

Thibault de 
Montbrial 

Barrister, Member of 
Scientific Council of 
the School of War, 

Paris - and 
inveterate Tweeter



Reflections on 
“Operation Sentinelle”

“IS’ loss of territory in the Levant is 
causing jihadists, including 
thousands of francophones, to 
swarm” 

Many will eventually return to 
Europe. 

Many more will soon leave French 
prisons at the end of their sentences 
(!) Having paid their debt to society?

Thibault de 
Montbrial 

Barrister, Member of 
Scientific Council of 
the School of War, 

Paris - and 
inveterate Tweeter



Reflections on 
“Operation Sentinelle”

Fichier des signalements pour la 
prévention de la radicalisation à 
caractère terroriste (FSPRT), contains 
18,550 descriptions of radicalised 
persons: a conservative estimate. 

Fiche ’S’  often involved in attacks, or 
forestalled preparations. (Why still at 
liberty?) 

But many other attackers unknown to 
police.

Thibault de 
Montbrial 

Barrister, Member of 
Scientific Council of 
the School of War, 

Paris - and 
inveterate Tweeter



Reflections on 
“Operation Sentinelle”

Macron is preparing to end the 
state of emergency, while moving 
many of its provisions into 
permanent law. 

Montbrial recommends using 
National Guard  cadres and 
volunteer civilian reservists, both 
in plain clothes, carrying 
concealed weapons and controlled 
by a smartphone app.

Thibault de 
Montbrial 

Barrister, Member of 
Scientific Council of 
the School of War, 

Paris - and 
inveterate Tweeter



To mark the “end of the 
Greek crisis”… 

Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“This crisis has not been solely a Greek 
crisis. It has been a crisis for Europe, and in 
this sense, I dare to say, a failure of Europe. 
Must we merely content ourselves with this 
bitter observation, and then renounce the 
European ideal? Because we have not lived 
up to the promise of Europe, must we then 
abandon the struggle? Or - what amounts to 
the same thing - must we resign ourselves to 
summits, crisis after crisis, emergency after 
emergency, of a few people who confer 
behind closed doors and speak to no-one 
else? This would be a profound error…”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“…there was a founding generation who 
built an unprecedented space for peace, 
liberty, and prosperity. There was a 
generation that made this Europe grow, 
sometimes losing its way, getting things 
wrong. Ours has a simple choice: continue 
to manage Europe as before, pretending 
not to see what is under our noses. In that 
case, our generation will take responsibility 
for letting Europe die. She would die from 
crises, from brutal attacks, or else fall apart 
progressively year after year.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“But the other choice, the one 
that I wish to propose to you this 
evening, is that of re-
establishment, because our 
generation can choose to re-
found Europe today, now, through 
radical criticism, because we are 
wrong to leave the critique of 
Europe to those who detest her.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“Europe is one of the last havens 
where we continue collectively to 
nourish a certain idea of Humanity, 
of law, liberty, and justice. Today 
more than ever, we have need of 
Europe. The world needs Europe. 
In this regard, contemplating its 
dismemberment would make no 
sense. It would be a form of 
political and historical suicide.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“Europe itself has never been other 
than a metamorphosis! Those who 
like to fantasise about some static 
identity are unaware of the myth 
born on these shores: that of 
constant metamorphosis. We are not 
constrained to reproduce ourselves, 
especially when we have made an 
error. When Europe halts, she 
betrays herself, and runs the risk of 
falling apart.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“Europe itself has never been other 
than a metamorphosis! Those who 
like to fantasise about some static 
identity are unaware of the myth 
born on these shores: that of 
constant metamorphosis. We are not 
constrained to reproduce ourselves, 
especially when we have made an 
error. When Europe halts, she 
betrays herself, and runs the risk of 
falling apart.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“The reconquest of our sovereignty 
is a first necessity. Because I will not 
leave that term to the so-called 
souverainistes [e.g. Brexiteers]…
sovereignty is not the property of 
those who want to huddle 
themselves up…fall back on 
themselves…slam the door to 
outsiders…renounce decades of 
common history in which we have 
striven to overcome nationalisms…”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“True sovereignty is 
constructive…it must be built 
in and by a Europe in which 
we believe…it consists in 
combining our strength to 
build a European power that 
decides, and does not merely 
react to what the superpowers 
do better than we do…”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“As Malraux said here 60 years 
ago, there is a secret Greece that 
lies in the hearts of all people of 
the Occident…we recognise in 
each other everywhere an image 
that reminds us of Europe, a 
feeling that unites us, a smell, a 
colour, a reading that makes us 
feel European again.”

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

“It is this Europe of literature, of 
cafés, of public debate, of a 
conviviality and civility that exists 
nowhere else; whose profound 
cement is culture, our culture.” 

Compare with the Macron of the 
hustings, who “had never seen 
[specifically] French art”.

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

A fascinating speech…he goes 
on to quote Hegel (not a good 
idea in Greece)…but  maintains 
absolute silence on the 
objective reality of the historical 
claims of Islam to Europe. 

“Islam belongs to Europe” - 
Angela Merkel.

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron in 
Athens, 7th September

But according to Le 
Figaro, the crisis is far 
from over in a European 
Union that, rather than 
rallying and protecting, 
pushes member countries 
to compete economically 
within the single market…

Western Values



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

“France is unreformable” 
No concession to “good-for-nothings, 
cynics and extremists” who oppose 
labour reform 
Add to that “egoists and pessimists”, - 
also, “morons”. 
By “lazy good-for-nothings”, the 
president meant “governments of the 
last 15 years who had shirked reforms, 
the political class”, not the French 
themselves… - Elysée. 
Obvious back-pedalling, says the 
Opposition

Lazy, recalcitrant



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

“The president harangues the French 
from one country after another. 
Insulting!” 
“The French who are nothing” vs. 
those who succeed. Class contempt! 
“Alcoholics, nothings, illiterates, 
shirkers. Insulting the French is 
second nature to Macron!” - Marine Le 
Pen, FN 
“There is the feeling that he disdains 
all those who disagree with his 
political orientation” - Nicolas Bay, FN

Lazy, recalcitrant



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

Jean-Luc Mélenchon* calls for 
the streets to be “flooded with 
protest”, 23rd September, in an 
attempt to put the clock back 
to Nuit Debout (Up All Night). 

*Party leader, La France 
Insoumise (France Unbowed), 
and ex-communist.

Lazy, recalcitrant



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

Jean-Luc Mélenchon* calls for 
the streets to be “flooded with 
protest”, 23rd September, in an 
attempt to put the clock back 
to Nuit Debout (Up All Night). 

…and here they are in a dress 
rehearsal… 

Lazy, recalcitrant



Emmanuel Macron on 
the Code du Travail… 
Reform of the labour 
laws 

…it gets worse

Macron’s Assembly



AirBnB

Gross sales €130M, tax paid €92,944 
(2016). 
Tourist rentals in Paris destroying the 
housing market. 
26% of dwellings vacant at any one 
time. 
Deteriorating neighbourhood life, 
closed schools and disappearing local 
traders. 
Apartment blocks turned into 
unstaffed hotels, noisy and with 
garbage in the foyers.

Toxic Tourism



European Parliament 
sponsors conference on 
tourism

Contradictory objectives 
Contributes 5% of EU GDP, 9.7M jobs 
(5.2%) 
Double those figures to account for 
supporting industries 
In 2014, global tourist arrivals 1.13Bn - 
Europe takes half of that. 
France the No.1 destination. 
Sustainable, responsible, ethical 
tourism projects under way (no details) 
Policy: keep Europe’s position as top 
destination.

Toxic Tourism


