
“The Sleepwalkers” 

Trouble with Turkey… 

In a speech to the Bundestag, 
5th September, Angela 
Merkel calls for “a 
determined course of action, 
on whether to end or 
suspend membership talks” 
with Turkey, to be taken at 
the European Council 
meeting, October 19-20.

7th September 2017



Trouble with Turkey… 

It was important for the EU to face 
the Turkish president as a bloc, and 
not to “fight over the question of our 
future dealings with Turkey under 
Erdoğan’s eyes”. 

Merkel warned that anything but a 
united stance “would weaken 
Europe’s position dramatically”, while 
also cautioning that relations with 
Turkey were of a “strategic nature”.

7th September 2017



Trouble with Turkey… 

Political developments in Turkey were 
“more than alarming” and the country 
was “increasingly leaving the path of 
the rule of law”. 

The EU orthodoxy had been that it was 
always better to maintain dialogue with 
Turkey, especially in light of the ‘migrant 
deal’. [Closing the Balkan route was 
much more effective in reducing the 
flow of migrants to Germany!]

7th September 2017



Trouble with Turkey… 

Enhanced customs union 
with Turkey off the agenda. 
[Whatever happened to the 
famous visa deal, as 
payment for blocking the 
Greek Island route?] 

7th September 2017



Trouble with Turkey… 

While Martin Schulz, SPD, now 
says he would end Turkey’s 
accession bid if elected Chancellor 
(no chance), Merkel reminds us 
that Gerhard Schröder, SPD, as 
Chancellor had pushed the EU into 
beginning talks in the early 2000s; 
adding that “we conservatives 
have always been sceptical or 
opposed to negotiations.”

7th September 2017



Trouble with Turkey… 

In other words, we told you so, Herr 
Schulz… 

This is at best disingenuous. The truth 
seems to have been that the issue of 
Turkey’s membership of the EU has 
always been a theatre for equivocation 
on all sides, and will probably remain so, 
because huge business and geopolitical 
interests are engaged. [Turkey is a 
member of NATO; the US has always 
interfered on the side of membership.]

7th September 2017



“The Sleepwalkers” 

Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“[..] all [that] people wanted to 
talk about was the refugee 
crisis, [..] Despite being so 
elegantly left out of the 
campaign, it is still a sore spot 
that hasn't been treated by 
politicians.”


— Der Spiegel, 1st September

7th September 2017



Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“On the one hand, [voters] 
want to be part of the 
welcoming culture, but they are 
also afraid of being over-
whelmed by foreigners and of 
no longer being able to 
recognize their own country.”


— Der Spiegel, 1st September
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Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“Voters are also taking a step back. 
They argue that we cannot afford to 
slip into polarization because we are 
surrounded by three brutes: Trump, 
Erdogan and Putin. The anger is being 
expressed in shadowy digital worlds, 
but in the analogue world, they keep a 
tighter rein on themselves.”


— Der Spiegel, 1st September
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Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“[Schulz] was seen as a returning 
father, someone to finally fill the 
paternal vacancy in German politics 
— and it was blown up to almost 
messianic proportions. The SPD 
faces a potential disaster in this 
election.” [Schulz is seen as lacking 
the will to power, Wille zur Macht.]


— Der Spiegel, 1st September
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Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“[Merkel] will win by a wide 
margin, but it is still little more 
than a half-hearted expression 
of loyalty. The tried-and-true 
will once again be put on 
probation.”


— Der Spiegel, 1st September
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Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“If the far-left Linkspartei, the SPD 
and the Greens had fielded a 
different joint candidate and 
promised a completely different 
plan of action, would that have 
been well received?” “We 
discussed a variety of possible 
coalitions [..], but that one was 
never mentioned.”

— Der Spiegel, 1st September
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Wake up! The battle 
for the Chancellery…

“The proven Merkel and a 
mini German Macron [Lindner, 
FDP leader] who gives her a 
helping hand [would be the 
dream team]. I’m predicting a 
coalition of Merkel’s 
conservatives with the FDP..”

— Der Spiegel, 1st September

7th September 2017



An absolute majority 
for CDU/CSU? 

The schwarz-rot coalition

Deutscher Bundestag The Current Position 
28th August 2017



L’esprit de l’escalier 1 
{afterthoughts}

Fake news. Trump’s 
accusations of no-go areas 
referred to the UK, not France. 

Patrick Kanner, in March 2016, 
then Socialist Minister for 
Towns, Youth & Sport, defends 
his remarks about ghettoisation 
in France…

7th September 2017
Patrick Kanner 
Parti socialiste



L’esprit de l’escalier 1 
{afterthoughts}

“There are about a hundred 
potential Molenbeeks in France; 
districts that combine social 
handicaps with ultra-
communautarisme.” Euphemism 
for no-go area, zone de non-droit, 
zone de non-France, territories 
lost to the Republic, etc. 

“The Molenbeek Archipelago”

7th September 2017
Patrick Kanner 
Parti socialiste



Groundswell of support for 
Merkel? 

Voting for and support for, not 
necessarily the same thing ☛

7th September 2017

L’esprit de l’escalier 2 
{afterthoughts}



Q. How failed? Failure relative to which set 
of expectations? 

A1. Multikulti not performing 
economically? 

A2. Multikulti degenerated into 
communautarisme, seeding the rise of 
dangerous Salafism in Europe? 

A3. The denunciation was perhaps made in 
response to occult political considerations. 
(Cameron did the same at the same time.)

After Multikulti, Integration

“Multiculturalism has utterly failed […], 
a Grand Delusion. That is why our policy 

from now on must be integration! 
[17th October, 2010]” 

— Angela Merkel

L’esprit de l’escalier 3 
{afterthoughts}



“The Sleepwalkers” 

The paradigms of 
social adjustment

1. Multiculturalism, Multikulti. The 
lowest energy state, with a high-
energy add-on: deradicalisation. 

2. Integration (social mixing, co-
education, employment, vivre 
ensemble). The essential 
intermediate, high-energy state. 

3. Assimilation (becoming like the host). 
The economically and socially most 
productive, terminal state.
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“The Sleepwalkers” 

The paradigms of 
social adjustment

1. Multiculturalism, Multikulti. The 
lowest energy state, with a high-
energy add-on: deradicalisation. 

2. Integration (social mixing, co-
education, employment, vivre 
ensemble). The essential 
intermediate, high-energy state. 

3. Assimilation (becoming like the host). 
The economically and socially most 
productive, terminal state.
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“The Sleepwalkers” 

The paradigms of 
social adjustment

The progressivist social & 
political narrative as scenario. 

Integration & assimilation at the 
margins, Multikulti the norm. 

Doublethink and silence 
(omertà) the most effective 
forms of electioneering.
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“The Sleepwalkers” 

The paradigms of 
social (mal)adjustment

Mass tourism as ‘dynamic 
Multikulti’: No-go areas for locals - 
Barcelona, Venice, Paris, Santorini, 
Dubrovnik, Air B&B, Cook’s Tours 

London’s East Enders move to 
Essex (taking Cockney accent with 
them) 

Paris’ Seine-Saint-Denis (NE): 
“L’islamisation est en marche!”
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“We’re silencing 
ourselves to 
death” 
Esra Küçük, Zeit Online

Silence on all major issues. 

Pap-sloganeering: 
• Good education! 
• Courage makes the future! 
• Time for more justice! 
• For a Germany we want to 

live in! 

(The journalist is Turkish-German)

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“We’re silencing 
ourselves to 
death” 
Esra Küçük, Zeit Online

“In the tv-debate, I saw two 
remarkably unanimous candidates 
talking mostly about refugees, 
Muslims and terrorists: about 
minorities. Not the topics that shape 
the everyday life of 81M people in 
this country. Where are the 
courageous political demands for the 
21st Century?” [What to do about 
pensions, the minimum wage, Putin, 
Erdoğan, NK, Trump..]

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“We’re silencing 
ourselves to 
death” 
Esra Küçük, Zeit Online

“The voters’ impression is that 
there is no election campaign, 
just consensus. Too much 
consensus?” 

“[All candidates] quickly agree 
that the AfD lies outside the 
democratic consensus, which is 
correct. And then,….what?”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“We’re silencing 
ourselves to 
death” 
Esra Küçük, Zeit Online

“The only party that calls for 
agrarian reform, an end to petrol 
& diesel cars, abandonment of the 
tighter asylum criteria, are the 
Greens. The policies of the 
dominant parties are becoming 
indistinguishable, but why cannot 
Schulz articulate what differences 
remain, even in a tv debate?”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“We’re silencing 
ourselves to 
death” 
Esra Küçük, Zeit Online

A possible answer might be that 
Schulz would then only push the 
SPD into opposition, and the 
CDU/CSU into coalition with a 
minor party, e.g. the Free 
Democrats.

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“The Turkish President tries to 
influence the Bundestag elections 
by means of voting recommend-
ations* to German Turks. Is this 
proof that dual citizenship runs 
counter to integration? Or does 
the problem lie elsewhere?” 

* Vote for fringe parties.

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“Erdogan seems to have 
understood better than our 
multicultural ideologues that a 
German passport is not yet a 
guarantee of successful 
integration, and does not 
exclude a life in parallel 
societies. Dual citizenship 
certainly is not.”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“Of course, a passport says 
nothing about whether someone 
is well integrated or not. But I 
also find that one should not 
confuse integration with 
assimilation. Integration yes, 
assimilation no. One must be able 
to preserve and live out one’s 
cultural identity, without 
[creating] a parallel society”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“It’s not about integration or assimilation. Many 
German Turks appear to be formally integrated: 
they go to work, pay taxes, and stick to our laws. 
But most of the principles of democracy, the rule 
of law, and pluralism have not been internalized, 
nor has the equality and equal rights of women. 
Turkish nationalism seems to be very pronounced 
among "Erdogans citizens" in the "Turkish sector 
of the BRD". As for the ‘double pass’: I think it is 
undemocratic that there are citizens of first and 
second class. Ordinary Germans may choose only 
from us. Privileged immigrants with two passports 
have double suffrage: with us and in their old 
homeland. This has nothing to do with "one man, 
one vote”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“For me, integration means 
partaking in social life; language, 
work, housing, education and 
culture. This is essential for all 
who live in Germany.”

Election Issues
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“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“Let's get real. Among the Turks living 
in Germany, Erdogan's AKP is better 
supported than in Turkey. In voting on 
his ‘empowerment constitution’, he 
received more approval than at home. 
One can deny these facts and dream 
of a real multicultural idyll. But the 
facts won’t disappear. And they prove 
that many immigrants are not properly 
integrated because they feel 
comfortable in their parallel societies.”

Election Issues
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“There is a Turkish sector in 
the Bundesrepublik” 

“Much has gone awry with 
integration on the German 
side”

“The problem of integration is 
being handed only to the Turks 
living in Germany. We must also 
ask ourselves, what has gone 
wrong on our side? As quiet, 
cheap workers and taxpayers, 
the German Turks are good 
value, but as soon as there is a 
problem, we blame them alone.”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



“Protect the 
Constitution from 
Merkel” “Vote the 
CDU Out!”

“Merkel is responsible for social 
tensions” 

“The structural weaknesses of the new 
Länder cannot be fully eliminated” 

“Angela Merkel was booed by a part of 
the audience at an event in Bitterfeld. 
Can this displeasure be traced back to 
the economic disparities between West 
and East Germany?”

Election Issues
7th September 2017



Next week… 

“Most citizens  (66%) are 
not happy with the direction 
of the EU [which direction 
would that be?] - but still 
want to stay in.” [which is 
good, because they don’t 
have a choice]. 

Election Issues


