
“The Europeans” 

A Gentle Mid-Course 
Reminder

Underlying Themes: 

Cultivated dissonance between 
the dominant social & political 
narrative, and the street. 

The Europeans as sleepwalkers. 

Australian perspectives not valid 
for Europe.



Die Linke, 
Die Linkspartei 
has a notable pedigree….

A democratic socialist party 
Founded in 2007 from merger of: 
Partei des Demokratischen 
Sozialismus PDS*, and… 
Arbeit und soziale Gerechtigkeit —
Wahlalternative, Labour and Social 
Justice — The Electoral Alternative 
*Successor to GDR’s Sozialistische 
Einheit Partei Deutschlands SED

L’esprit de l’escalier
Spitzenduo: 
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Pope Francis’ 21 
Theses - Riposte

Radio interview: ❝ Obviously, if a 
[terrorist] refugee arrives despite 
all security precautions, we have 
to welcome him, because it is a 
command of the Bible. ❞ 

Obviously? 
Why bother with security 
precautions at all? Surely all 
terrorists are redeemable sinners.

L’esprit de l’escalier
Opinion



Pope Francis’ 21 
Theses - Riposte

❝ [The pope’s] defence of a 
multicultural Europe is suicidal: 
it allows [an Islamic] civilisation 
historically opposed to the 
Occident to take root, including 
by the use of intimidation and 
force. ❞ — Le Figaro

L’esprit de l’escalier
Opinion



G20 Protester 
in Hamburg, 2017

Opinion 
(difference of)

Dissonance



Oliver Masucci 
in Berlin, 2015

Dissonance
“Er ist wieder da!” 
Look who’s back!



The Unshakeable 
Grip On Power

The schwarz-rot coalition

Deutscher Bundestag
The Current Position 

28th August 2017



“Dem Deutschen Volke” 
oder “Der Ganzen Welt”? 

“To The German People” 
or “To The Whole World”?

Integration and 
Dissonance Chisel, anyone?

“Das Volk is anyone who lives 
in this country” 

“Islam belongs to Germany” 
“Multiculturalism has utterly failed […] 

That is why our policy from now on 
must be integration! [17th October, 2010]” 

— Angela Merkel



The Chancellor’s fatal blunder? 

Whereas an “utterly failed” 
Multikulti can still function even as 
a failure, integration is impossible. 
The answer? Omertà and 
Lügenpresse.

Integration and 
Dissonance Chisel, anyone?

“Das Volk is anyone who lives in this country” 
“Islam belongs to Germany” 

“Multiculturalism has utterly failed […], 
a Grand Delusion. That is why our policy from 

now on must be integration! 
[17th October, 2010]” 

— Angela Merkel



Government or 
Party Programme?

Freudian slip in the party 
manifesto…

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



Government or 
Party Programme?

Not an error of translation. 

Freudian slip in the party 
manifesto…

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



You’ve never had it 
so good… 
A sampler

For the vast majority of our citizens, 
life has never been better 
Employment is at a record high 
We enjoy a high degree of national 
and international security 
Wages and pensions have 
increased substantially 
The social security system is well-
funded 
Unemployment target: from 5.5% to 
zero by 2025 (two more mandates)

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



You’ve never had it 
so good… 
A sampler

Our regulations on environmental 
protection and climate change 
must not lead to jobs being 
outsourced to countries with lower 
standards 

Germany needs a “Skilled Workers 
Immigration Act” to manage 
immigration in the labour market 
so that it responds to the needs of 
our economy

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



You’ve never had it 
so good… 
A sampler

We are committed to the dual 
education system [combining 
company apprenticeships with 
vocational education in one course] 
“Duale Hochschule” 

We are committed to the EU’s 
Common Agricultural Policy 

“Energiewende” :  we will gradually 
bring renewables onto the free market

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



You’ve never had it 
so good… 
A sampler

R & D spending increased to 3.5% 
of GDP by 2025. €2Bn in tax 
concessions for research activities 

To manage globalisation, we will 
work within the international 
framework provided by the G7, 
G20, EU, UN, OECD, WB, and IMF 

Committed to multilateralism, will 
seek to sign more FTAs

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



Focus on families 
and children…

Anyone responsible for bringing up 
children is making a valuable 
contribution to our common future 

It is very encouraging to see that the 
birth rate is rising…. 

Right to day-care for primary school 
aged children 

Grant of €1,200 p.a. per child for 10 
years, for families “building their first 
home”

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021



Culture 
& Society…

“Germany is characterised by a 
wonderful unity in diversity. This 
has grown over hundreds of years, 
and has accelerated recently.” [The 
mendacious ‘continuity’ message.] 

“Like every country, Germany needs 
a common bond: our Leitkultur, the 
culture that defines us as a nation.”

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021

“Irrespective of background, 
everyone in Germany must obey 
our laws. No exceptions. 
Integration, not parallel 
societies.” [Yes, but there is a 
market in law.]



Culture 
& Society…

“We want to help a peaceful Islam that is 
prepared to integrate and to organise itself 
in accordance with the German 
Constitution, so that it can work with 
government and society as a partner for 
negotiation and dialogue.” 

“Mosques that allow the preaching of 
hatred and violence must be closed down.” 
[There is a struggle with Salafism in 
Germany] 

CDU/CSU
Manifesto 
2017-2021

“Anyone who refuses to 
integrate and who breaks our 
laws will have to face the 
consequences, which may 
involve losing their right to stay 
in Germany.”



“ For the Free 
Democrats…

…digital comes first, critical 
thought second 

…there are no problems, only 
challenges” 

— The FDP dismissed with a few 
words in Cicero Magazine 

FDP
Christian Lindner



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “The word ‘refugee’ appears 
first on page 56 of 75 in your election 
programme. Are you trying to hide 
the most important issue of your 
chancellorship?” 

Merkel : “The order in our 
government programme [she 
corrects them subliminally] says 
nothing about the importance of 
issues.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Did you make errors 
during the refugee crisis?” 

Merkel : “All of the essential 
decisions taken in 2015, I would 
take again.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Would you act again as 
you did in September 2015 and 
the months that followed?” 

Merkel : “Yes. Germany acted 
then humanely and justly in a very 
difficult situation. I’m convinced 
of this, but I say also that 2015 
must not be repeated, either for 
us or for the people fleeing.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Three weeks after the 
opening of the frontiers…” 
[interrupted by Merkel] 

Merkel : “There was no opening of 
the frontiers. The German frontiers 
were already open and we decided 
not to close them.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Your government organised a 
vote of the EU Interior Ministers to 
share refugees around Europe. 
Wouldn’t it have been better to take 
into account the opinions of the 
eastern members?” 

Merkel : “Everyone in Europe must 
accept that the Dublin accords couldn’t 
continue. Italy and Greece [can’t bear 
the burden of their geography alone].”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “In the spring of 2016, you 
criticised the closure of the Balkan 
route. Do you acknowledge that this 
helped Germany, and you personally, in 
drastically reducing the number of 
migrants?” 

Merkel : “I’ve said many times that 
closing the Balkan route reduced the 
number of migrants arriving in Germany. 
But it could never be a durable solution.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “You come across as a very 
rational person. But opponents and 
partisans alike say that in 2015 you let 
yourself be guided by emotion. True?” 

Merkel : “I very much hope to act as a 
humane person, with heart and 
reason. It was about avoiding a 
humanitarian disaster. I’ve said since 
August 2015 that we need an accord 
with Turkey.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Do you believe that the Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees will return home 
after the war?” 

Merkel : “For now, the situation in 
Syria doesn’t permit it. But from 
neighbouring countries, some are 
returning even to Aleppo. We’ll see 
what people decide. Many are 
already making use of our financial 
assistance to return voluntarily.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Do you regret that the 
Alternative für Deutschland has 
profited from your migration policy?” 

Merkel : “Not everyone agrees with 
our policy. I will always try to 
convince those who doubt [..] We 
simply can’t close our eyes and 
withdraw into ourselves. We must 
attack the problem at source [..] with 
partnerships with African countries.”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
interviewed by 
Welt am Sonntag

Welt : “Europe co-finances the Libyan 
coast-guard, which pushes back 
migrants. You publicly oppose this. 
Should you be criticising those who do 
what is necessary, even if disagreeable?” 

Merkel : “It’s the reverse. Europe is 
training the Libyan coast guard and 
equipping it with the means to do its 
work. They must be able to protect their 
own coasts. [Allegations of maltreatment 
will be investigated etc.]”

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient



The Chancellor 
heckled everywhere 
on the refugee 
question

#MerkelMußWeg campaign on 
Twitter 

Drowned out at public meetings 

The refugee crisis remains the 
first preoccupation of Germans: 
it never went away.

Refugee Crisis
The Truth Gradient

Quedlinburg 
East Germany



State Minister for 
Migration & 
Integration 
Commissioner 

Germany’s Integration 
Commissioner Özoguz: “For the 
CSU, the only good Muslim is 
one who renounces his religion, 
converts, or at the very least 
hides his faith. One can hardly 
imagine a better way of 
endangering the cohesion of 
society.”

Judicial Activism 1
Aydan Özoguz 
(SPD Deputy, 
Bundestag)



Alternative für 
Deutschland (AfD) 
Leader Gauland 

Referring to Özoguz, Gauland at 
a noisy AfD party function was 
overheard to say: “Let’s invite 
her to Eichsfeld and show her 
what real German culture is. She 
won’t come back after that, then 
thank God, we can dump her in 
Anatolia.”

Judicial Activism 2
Alexander Gauland 

(AfD 
Spitzenkandidat)



Former chairman of 
the Federal Supreme 
Court 
(Bundesgerichtshof)

…reports Gauland to the police for 
“Volksverhetzung” - incitement of the 
people. 

“In my opinion, there is suspicion of 
incitement [..] there can be no 
serious doubt of the accused’s 
intentions.” It seems the offending 
off-the-cuff remark was taken 
literally, by a judge, for political 
purposes.

Judicial Activism 3
Thomas Fischer 
(Jurist & former 

Judge)



Judicial-Media 
activism, as in France

Bender’s principal interest and 
responsibility seems to be to 
take down the AfD on behalf of 
the German Establishment. 

Merkel accuses the AfD of 
“targeted racism”. 

Gauland tells the FAZ, referring 
to Özoguz…

Judicial Activism 4
Justus Bender 
Political Editor 

(F.A.Z.)



Judicial-Media 
activism, as in France

Bender’s principal interest and 
responsibility seems to be to 
take down the AfD on behalf of 
the German Establishment. 

Merkel accuses the AfD of 
“targeted racism”. 

Gauland tells the FAZ, referring 
to Özoguz…

Judicial Activism 5
Justus Bender 
Political Editor 

(F.A.Z.)

“I find that a woman who says 
that beyond the language, a 
German culture cannot be 
identified, has lost nothing in 
this country. Under those 
circumstances, one should seek 
another country.” As for using 
the word “entsorgen” - to dump, 
put out with the waste - Garland 
has no regrets. After all, a 
coalition SPD politician in 2013 
had called for Merkel to be put 
out with the waste, but escaped 
criticism for it.



Judicial-Media 
activism, as in France

Epilogue to this storm in a tea-
cup: 

It turns out that Özoguz’s 
brothers operate an Islamist 
internet site… 

…from the contents of which 
Özoguz of course “distanced 
herself years ago”.

Judicial Activism 6
Justus Bender 
Political Editor 

(F.A.Z.)

“I find that a woman who says 
that beyond the language, a 
German culture cannot be 
identified, has lost nothing in 
this country. Under those 
circumstances, one should seek 
another country.” As for using 
the word “entsorgen” - to dump, 
put out with the waste - Garland 
has no regrets. After all, a 
coalition SPD politician in 2013 
had called for Merkel to be put 
out with the waste, but escaped 
criticism for it.



Free speech under 
judicial-media-
political attack, again 
as in France

Chairwoman of the AfD, candidate 
for the Bundestag, deputy in the 
Saxon Landtag, has had her 
parliamentary immunity lifted, 
leaving the way open to prosecution 
for perjury. (Ring a bell?) 

The State Prosecutor’s Office has 
been investigating the AfD state 
and federal presidents for over a 
year.

Judicial Activism 7
Frauke Petry 

AfD



“In the matter of 
integration, much has 
gone wrong on the 
German side”

“Sultan” Erdoğan seeks 
through voting 
“recommendations” to  
influence the election. 

Calls dual citizens “my 
countrymen” and “my citizens”. 

More on this article next 
week…

Next Week
The Turkish Factor



Anne Hidalgo: 
Follies of the Queen 
of the Bobos

Traffic jams 

Migrants 

Social housing 

The appalling record of the 
(socialist) mayor of Paris 

The “shocking” book that accuses 
her…. Next week.

Next Week
The Mayor of Paris



Venice Postcard

The Scourge of Mass Tourism
Just a passing visit

”Wish you were here. Oh, you are here…”


